
EMOTIONAL TOUR OF SICILY

Duration: 7 nights / 8 days.

1st day: ETNA / CATANIA 

Arrival at Catania airport and transfer to Catania In the afternoon visit to the historic 
center  (World Heritage Site of Unesco), whose the artistic heart is the great Piazza 
Duomo with the Cathedral of Sant'Agata and the famous Fountain  of Elephant (symbol of
the city). We will walkin  the Via Etnea (the most elegant street in Catania) and the 
University Square. In the late afternoon departure to Syracuse. Dinner and overnight 
stay. 

2nd day: SYRACUSE 

Breakfast. Guided tour of Syracuse (UNESCO World Heritage Site), starting from Isola di 
Ortigia, the most ancient district of the town, where the baroque Duomo is located: it is 
the only open for worship church built in a greek temple (dedicated to the goddess 
Athena). Both inside and outside the structure you can see the greek columns still 
supporting the cathedral. Visit of Santa Lucia alla Badia Church to admire the impressive 
Caravaggio's "Seppellimento di Santa Lucia". Lunch at leisure during the visit. 

Transfer to the extensive Neapolis Archaeological Park, the site with the most precious 
treasures of Syracuse: the Greek Theatre of 5th century B.C. (the largest one in Sicily and 
Magna Graecia with its 138 m. diameter and 46 steps), the Roman Amphitheatre, the Ara 
of Ierone II (a 200 m long imposing stone base, used for votive sacrifices), and Latomie 
area (long stone quarry-galleries that have been used since Magna Graecia age). The 
Latomia del Paradiso, known for the Orecchio di Dioniso, is the most famous of them. 

Go back to the hotel, dinner and overnight. 

3rd day: THE BAROQUE TOWNS 

Breakfast. Leaving for Noto (37 km.), defined as the "Capital of Sicilian Baroque" 
(UNESCO World Heritage Site). It is known also as the "Stone Garden", because of the 



particular local pink stone, that a lot of houses and churches were built with.
Among the many monuments in the town, it is possible to see the S. Nicolò Cathedral 
(perfectly renovated after central nave collapse in 1996), and the palazzo Ducezio 
(opposite the Cathedral), with its large open gallery composed of eleven arches. Lunch at 
leisure. 

Leaving for Modica (UNESCO World Heritage Site, 35 km.). The Duomo di San Giorgio is 
considered one of the most most successful masterpieces of iblean baroque. The inside, 
with its five magnificently decorated naves, keeps significant artworks: a wonderful 
sixteenth century polyptych, antique precious paintings, a great organ and a solar 
meridian. Departure for Ragusa. Dinner and overnight. 

4th day: RAGUSA AND THE GREAT CINEMA 

Breakfast. Tour of Ragusa (UNESCO World Heritage Site). The Late Baroque architecture
is present in almost all churches in the town, starting with the characteristic Duomo. You 
will admire, in particular, the old Ragusa Ibla district. Lunch at leisure in a typical 
restaurant (at agreed price). Continuation for the famous Donnafugata castle (15 km.), a 
magnificent aristocratic residence of late19th century. It was built on the 15th century 
ancient Castle of the Chiaromonte, Counts of Modica. It presents a large neo-Gothic style 
facade, crowned by two lateral towers and divided in three floors, with a total of 122 
rooms, most of them are open for visitors and contain the original furnishings and fittings
(the house was the movie set of "Il Gattopardo", "I Vicerè", and the television series "Il 
commissaro Montalbano"). Go back to the hotel, dinner and overnight. 

5th day: PALERMO 

Breakfast. Leaving for Palermo, 256 km., through an unusual way of internal Sicily, with 
suggestive and particular landscapes. We will stop in Piazza Armerina, at 90 km, a famous
and rich in archaeological remains town. One of the most beautiful archaeological sites 
survived until today is the magnificent Villa del Casale (III-IV century A.D.). It keeps 
almost intact rooms, which preserve amazing floor mosaics; mosaic figures and 
decorations represent a complex unique for fascination and extension, just back to its 
ancient splendours after a long-term renovation. The 17th century Duomo, that 
dominates through its bulk and dome the city, has baroque elements combined with 
Mannerist style, such as the staircase, whereas the bell tower is a gothic style 



construction. Lunch at leisure during the transfer. Possibility of stopping in Caltagirone to
buy pottery and handicraft products. Arrival in Palermo, dinner and overnight. 

6th day: PALERMO 

Breakfast. Free morning in Palermo. Lunch at leisure in a typical restaurant at an agreed 
price. In the afternoon, city guided tour through its winding paths and the typical Arab 
urban structure. It is to remember the Teatro Massimo, the largest lyric theatre in 
Europe; the Arab origin quarter alleys and roads, until we reach Mercato Capo, the most 
famous food market (more than Ballarò and Vucciria markets), where a lot of people in 
Palermo meet to buy local products. It is lively and characteristic for its colours, the 
salesmen shouts (the vuci), market stalls animation, essential elements of the city's 
character. In the street market you can admire the Chiesa dell'Immacolata Concezione, 
rich in baroque wonders. The very interesting Cathedral is a magnificent buiding erected 
in 1184 on a pre-existing structure for Muslim worship. Its 3rd-4th century facade is 
delimited by two bell-towers decorated with sculptural ornaments, which reflect Islamic 
themes based on vegetal and abstract elements. It will be possible to see the Porta Nuova, 
built to celebrate Charles V 's entry, the Palazzo dei Normanni, Normans and Swabians 
kings place, and today Sicilian Regional Assembly seat. Inside it there is the Cappella 
Palatina, one of the most representative expressions of Norman art in the world. It was 
built in 1130 and shows the most significant XII century ornate and mosaic expressions, 
such as the Cristo Pantocratore with archangels and angels in the dome. Dinner and 
overnight. 

7th day: CEFALU – MONREALE 

Breakfast. Transfer to Cefalù (72 km), with its fascinating XII-XIII century Norman 
Cathedral, delimited by two magnificent towers, and inside there are ogival arches and a 
beautiful Byzantine mosaic ornate, that illuminates the apse dome. The Osterio Magno is 
also interesting. It is what remains of the Norman age palace, and it is considered 
Ruggero II's residence. Optional visit to the Mandralisca Museum, that houses the famous
Antonello da Messina's "Ritratto di ignoto marinaio". This multidisciplinary museum (it 
keeps archaeological finds, paintings, coins, a malacology collection, furniture and objects
of great value) was founded by Enrico Piraino di Mandralisca, a fervent supporter of 
Risorgimento ideals. Lunch at leisure during the visit. Transfer to Monreale (75 km.), with
its Duomo. It was built in the XII century and today is included among the purest 
expressions of Norman art: very precious mosaics, that cover the walls, and on the top of 
main apse, Cristo Pantocratore. It is also interesting the Benedictine abbey, whose the 



most eye-catching element is the splendid cloister, framed by small twin columns 
supporting arabesque style ogival arches. All of this is embellished with mosaic 
decorations and lively capitals sculptures, Arab and Byzantine craftsmen works. Go back 
to Palermo (10 km). Dinner and overnight stay at the hotel. 

8th day: PALERMO AND DEPARTURE 

Breakfast. Day dedicated to the visit of a historic villa chosen among a lot of princely 
houses recently open to tourists; Palazzo Abatellis, hosting the Sicily National Gallery, 
Palazzo della Zisa, a XII century building erected during the Norman period (Normans, 
taken over from Arabs in the domination over the Island, they were strongly attracted to 
Arabian culture and wanted wealthy and lavish homes, such as Emirs' palaces, in order to 

organise the court life based on the model of Arab court, also adopting the same 
cerimonial and customs). The name "Zisa" probably derives from Al-Aziz (noble, glorious,
magnificent in the Arabic language). The buiding houses also the Islamic Art Museum, 
where are exhibited some important Islamic art artefacts coming from Mediterranean 
Basin countries. Lunch at leisure during the visit. Transfer to Palermo airport to go back. 


